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10th September, 2025 

 

PACIFIC CONFERENCE OF CHURCHES — STATEMENT ON PALESTINE AND ISRAEL 

 

The Pacific Conference of Churches affirms the World Council of Churches’ call to end apartheid, 

occupation, and impunity in Palestine and Israel, and to protect every human life under international 

law. (https://www.oikoumene.org/resources/documents/statement-on-palestine-and-israel-a-call-

to-end-apartheid-occupation-and-impunity-in-palestine-and-israel)  

 

We speak as a fellowship shaped by the Gospel and by the Pacific’s own struggle for dignity. Our 

shared vision of an Ocean of Peace is demilitarised, decolonising, and rooted in right relationships 

and international law. As our Pacific Church Leaders declared in 2025, a prophetic voice expects to 

be hated—yet love compels us to tell the truth. We also affirm the PCLM2025 charge to pursue Do 

Kamo—transformation and liberation of the Pasifika household of God—in a time of war, climate 

loss, and denied self-determination; and we reaffirm positive peace—inclusive governance, 

ecological stewardship, economic fairness, women’s (Women Peace and Security), youth (Youth 

Peace and Security) and Indigenous leadership—while opposing nuclear weapons, deep-sea mining, 

and ecocide, because an Ocean of Peace cannot coexist with colonisation and neo-colonisation. 

 

We grieve every life taken and reject every hatred—antisemitism, anti-Arab racism, and 

Islamophobia; we affirm the WCC’s clear distinction between the Jewish people and the actions of 

the Government of Israel, and its rejection of all forms of racism. We pray for and accompany 

Palestinian Christians and all communities wounded by violence. Peace requires justice; 

reconciliation requires truth; security requires equal rights and the end of collective punishment and 

occupation. 

 

Regarding plans by some Pacific governments to shift embassies from Tel Aviv to Jerusalem, we 

counsel restraint. Such moves sit uneasily with our Ocean of Peace vision and with international law. 

We urge governments to avoid steps that pre-judge Jerusalem’s final status or normalise ongoing 

violations. Keep missions in Tel Aviv until a just and negotiated settlement is reached. “Ocean of 

Peace means consistency: we don’t short-circuit self-determination abroad while calling for it at 

home.” 

 

We also urge Pacific nations to recognise the State of Palestine at the UN General Assembly. 

Recognition is a non-violent, law-aligned act that affirms a people’s right to self-determination—

consistent with our own decolonisation journeys in Maohi Nui, Kanaky, West Papua, Hawai‘i, and 

others across Oceania. Let this step be joined to clear demands: an immediate and lasting ceasefire; 

unhindered humanitarian access; the release of all hostages and detainees; an end to occupation 

and collective punishment; and accountability through competent international legal mechanisms. 

We affirm the WCC’s naming of Israeli apartheid and its call for consequences—targeted sanctions, 
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divestment, and arms embargoes—and for full support to ICC and UN mechanisms investigating 

grave breaches. “Recognition isn’t picking a side in a war; it’s choosing the side of law, dignity, and 

the right of peoples to be free.” 

 

“Friends to all, enemies to none” must mean principled non-alignment, not passive neutrality. 

Engage all parties, yes; but be non-neutral on civilian protection, apartheid, collective punishment, 

and occupation. Our moral credibility depends on it, especially as we ask the world to hear our own 

claims for self-determination. “Principled non-alignment: talk to all, but never look away from 

injustice—at home or abroad.” 

 

We acknowledge the tensions this war has exposed among Pacific Christians—from Christian-Zionist 

readings that sacralise contemporary state policies to justice-centred discipleship that insists peace 

is the fruit of righteousness (James 3:18). We caution against conflating biblical Israel with the 

modern State of Israel: the former is a covenant people within the scriptural narrative; the latter a 

contemporary nation-state established in 1948 within the framework of international law and 

politics. Honouring the continuity of Jewish identity, memory, and suffering—including the horror of 

antisemitism—does not require blessing the dispossession of Palestinians. Equally, our rejection of 

apartheid, collective punishment, and occupation must never slide into antisemitism, anti-Arab 

racism, or Islamophobia. We reject both supersessionism (which erases the Jewish people) and any 

theology that baptises injustice (which erases Palestinian dignity). Christian hope is neither ethnic 

supremacy nor romantic neutrality; it is the hard work of justice, mercy, and humble walking with 

God (Micah 6:8). 

 

Pastorally, we call our churches to read Scripture responsibly—exegesis, not proof-texts—and to 

measure every claim by the gospel’s test: does it protect life, tell the truth, and love the neighbour, 

including the enemy (Matthew 5:44)? We urge respectful dialogue within our congregations; the 

care of those traumatised by violence; and deep listening to Palestinian Christian voices who plead 

for equal rights and freedom in the land of Christ’s birth. We affirm the WCC’s upholding of 

Palestinians’ rights to freedom, justice, return, and self-determination; its demand to end the 

occupation and lift the unlawful blockade on Gaza; and its support for the resilience and witness of 

Palestinian churches. We further affirm the WCC’s commendation of South Africa’s leadership at the 

ICJ and the call for all states to comply with ICJ rulings. Our unity will not be found in partisan 

alignments but in truth-telling, repentance where we have harmed one another, and courageous 

solidarity with all who suffer. “An inclusive Ocean of Peace means we stand where people bleed—

and we refuse every form of bigotry.” 

 

Accordingly, we call on Pacific governments and partners to safeguard civilians; support an 

enforceable ceasefire and humanitarian access; pursue accountability under international law; 

refrain from actions that pre-judge final-status issues; recognise Palestine; and invest in a just peace 

worthy of our Ocean of Peace. We will pray, advocate, and accompany—expecting 

misunderstanding and hostility, yet anchored in hope. Blessed are the peacemakers; and blessed is 

every nation that refuses to trade away justice for convenience. May God steady our canoe, that the 

Pacific might lead with courage, humility, and consistency until a just peace takes root in the land we 

all call holy. 

 

In peace, 

  

 

Rev. James Shri Bhagwan 

General Secretary 


