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Honouring the Journey, Strengthening the Future 

We gathered in Central Viti Levu in The Centre for Appropriate Technology and 

Development (CATD) in Nadave and the Pacific Theological College, Fiji, we, the young 
leaders of the Pacific Conference of Churches (PCC) Regional Ecumenical Youth 
Council (REYC) and the Pacific-Australia Emerging Leaders Network (PAELN), 
stand together in unity and purpose. We acknowledge the legacy of our ancestors and 
elders, who have safeguarded our lands, waters, cultures, and faith. This gathering has 
been a space of deep learning, honest reflection, and collective visioning, strengthening 
our commitment to justice, self-determination, and care for creation. 

Building upon the 2023 Youth Resolution to the PCC General Assembly, we reaffirm 
that young people are not just the future of the church but its present. We recognise our 
responsibility to speak truth with love, challenge injustice, and act in solidarity with 
our communities. 

 

1. Authentic Ecumenical Leadership 

“Humble yourselves before the Lord, and he will lift you up.” 
- James 4:10 

1. We recognise that leadership is a calling and a responsibility, one that must be 
exercised with responsibility to God and creation. 
 

2. We affirm the following core principles that define what an authentic 
ecumenical leader is: 



a. Do Kamo Leadership: A leader is selfless, connected to God, the 
environment, and ancestral wisdom. Leadership is built on trust and 
relationships. 

b. Mental & Spiritual Wellbeing: Leaders maintain integrity, discernment, 
and self-awareness, sustaining their authenticity through prayer and 
spirituality. 

c. Relational Connectedness: Effective leadership fosters unity and 
diversity through trust and respect, leading to shared understanding. 

d. Action-Oriented Leadership: Leaders must be brave, willing to stand up 
and speak out. Inspired by the courage of Kanak youth, authentic 
leaders must take bold action for justice and transformation.  

e. Servant leadership: Inspired by Christ, leadership requires passion, 
devotion, humility and commitment to unity, standing firm for justice 
despite societal norms 

f. Strategic Vision: Authentic leaders demonstrate wisdom, balancing 
restraint and action, understanding world systems and knowing when to 
step forward and when to listen. 

 

2. Self-Determination and Decolonisation 

“My prayer is not for them alone. I pray also for those who will believe in me through 
their message, that all of them may be one, Father, just as you are in me and I am in 

you. May they also be in us so that the world may believe that you have sent me. I have 
given them the glory that you gave me, that they may be one as we are one—  I in them 
and you in me—so that they may be brought to complete unity. Then the world will know 

that you sent me and have loved them even as you have loved me.” 
- John 17:20-23 

3. We affirm article 3 of the United Nations Declaration of the Rights of 
Indigenous Peoplesi (UNDRIP), that ‘Indigenous people have the right to self-
determination. By virtue of that right, they freely determine their political status 
and freely pursue their economic, social and cultural development.’ We stand 
in solidarity with all peoples across the Pacific fighting for their self-
determination. 

4. We recognise the struggles for self-determination of non-self-governing 
territoriesii in our region, in particular Kanaky, Māòhi Nui, West Papua, 
Autonomous Region of Bougainville, Hawai’i, Aotearoa New Zealandiii, American 
Samoa, and First Nations of the lands now called Australia. 

5. We affirm our commitment to active solidarity with movements for political 
and cultural sovereignty, standing alongside our respected and beloved brothers 
and sisters who continue to resist colonial oppression. 

6. We call upon our Pacific church leaders to strengthen their advocacy for 
decolonisation, ensuring that faith communities remain steadfast at the forefront 
of regional liberation movements. 

 



 

3. Guardianship of the Pacific Ocean and Ecological 
Stewardship 

Then God said, “Let us make mankind in our image, in our likeness, so that they may 
rule over the fish in the sea and the birds in the sky, over the livestock and all the wild 

animals, and over all the creatures that move along the ground.” 
- Genesis 1:26 

7. We recognise the Pacific as the household of God, our home, our identity, 
and our spiritual inheritance—one that is deeply interconnected with our faith 
and cultural knowledge. 

8. We affirm our responsibility as ocean guardians and custodians of creation 
to protect our moana and our land from climate crisis, extraction and exploitation. 

9. We denounce extraction and exploitation, including Deep Sea Mining (DSM) 
and deep-sea toxic waste disposal as an unjust and irreversible threat to our 
ocean, informed by our participation in our plenary and the Pacific Blue Line 
discussions with elders and activists. 

10. As those that will inherit these lands and moana, we call upon all Pacific 
governments to place an immediate regional ban on DSM and instead invest in 
sustainable, community-led economic alternatives.  

11. We urge our Pacific leaders to hear the voices of Pacific youth and faith 
leaders by formally recognising the ethical, environmental, and cultural dangers 
of extraction and exploitation in all regional policy discussions. 

 

4. Climate Justice and Resilience 

"He who dwells in the shelter of the Most High will abide in the shadow of the Almighty. I 
will say to the Lord, 'My refuge and my fortress, my God, in whom I trust'" 

- Psalm 91:1-2 

12. We declare that climate change is a crisis of justice and reject the 
exploitation of our islands by those responsible for the climate catastrophe. 

13. We call upon our region's leaders to create and prioritise resilience actionsiv 
to minimise the risk of non-reversible damages due to the climate crisis. 

14. We reject false climate solutions that prioritise corporate interests over 
community-led adaptation and resilience. 

15. We call on global leaders to phase out fossil fuels immediately, recognising 
that slow action condemns our islands to deeper crisis. 

16. We commit to strengthening local solutionsv by reclaiming traditional 
knowledge and resilience practices that have sustained our ancestors. 

 



5. Just and Safe Churches and Communities 

“The name of the Lord is a fortified tower; the righteous run to it and are safe.” 
- Proverbs 18:10 

“Pain that is not transformed is transmitted” - Richard Rohr 

17. We affirm the call for safe and just Pacific churches and communities, 
where women, children, people with disabilities, and all vulnerable groups are 
protected, valued and empowered. 

18. We commit to ensuring that youth leadership in the church is inclusive, 
intergenerational, and reflective of our diverse communities. 

19. We support the work of faith-based organisations in addressing gender-
based violence, substance abuse, intergenerational trauma and the mental 
health crisis affecting Pacific youth. 

20. We urge churches to take leadership in child protection by developing and 
implementing contextualised policies and practices that safeguard young people 
from all forms of harm and violence. 

 

6. Peace Building and Effective Advocacy 

Have I not commanded you? Be strong and courageous. Do not be afraid; do not be 
discouraged, for the LORD your God will be with you wherever you go.” 

- Joshua 1:9 

21. We affirm that Peace building and advocacy requires faith, wisdom, courage, 
deep listening and effective action. We recognise the importance of 
intercultural and intergenerational collaboration in Peace building. 

22. We recognise the importance of peace building and to be peacemakers, we must 
love God, love ourselves, love our communities, and challenge injustice 
with resilience and integrity. 

23. We encourage youth to be strategic in their advocacy efforts – prioritising the 
framing of narratives, knowledge, tools and effective organisational strategies in 
their engagements. 

24. We commit to advocating for Justice, Peace, liberation and reconciliation; 
ensuring that our actions align with the transformative mission of Christ and the 
values of our Pacific communities. 

 

 

 



7. Strengthening Ecumenical Leadership 

Before I formed you in the womb I knew you, before you were born I set you apart; I 
appointed you as a prophet to the nations.” 

“I, ah, Sovereign Lord,” I said, “I do not know how to speak; I am too young.” 
But the Lord said to me, “Do not say, ‘I am too young.’ You must go to everyone I send 

you to and say whatever I command you. Do not be afraid of them, for I am with you 
and will rescue you,” declares the Lord. 

- Jeremiah 1:5-8 

25. We reaffirm our commitment to the Do Kamo principle—a call to be fully 
human in relationship with God, one another, and all creation. 

26. We call for deeper intergenerational mentorship within the Pacific church, 
ensuring that young people are equipped with the knowledge, wisdom, pathways 
and networks needed to lead. 

27. We commit to expanding the role of the REYC and PAELN, ensuring stronger 
collaboration, resource-sharing, and joint advocacy efforts. 

28. We urge churches to invest in youth-led initiatives that empower young 
people in governance, theological education, and social justice work. 

 

Conclusion 

This outcome statement summarises our call to action - to our leaders, our churches, 
our communities, and ourselves.  

We leave this gathering energised and determined to continue our journey as 
leaders. The future of the Pacific is our responsibility, and we will not wait for others to 
act. Our faith calls us to be prophets of justice, caretakers of creation, peace-
builders and champions of decolonisation. 

We return to our communities committed to action. We will continue learning, building 
alliances, and standing in solidarity with all those fighting for a just, free, and thriving 
Pacific. 

----------------- 

Endorsed by the Delegates of the PCC Regional Ecumenical Youth Council and 
the Pacific-Australia Emerging Leaders Network, 22 February 2025, Central Viti 
Levu, Fiji. 

 

 



Delegates of the Regional Ecumenical Youth Council Conference,2025 

 

 Regional Ecumenical 
Youth Council  

Church/ Organization 

1 Saprina Te'o Congregational Church A.Samoa 

2 Leotina Akwai Catholic Church in the Solomon Islands 

3 James Mafi CEPAC 

4 Lillyarna Teafa Ekalesia Kelisiano Tuvalu 

5 Frans Meage GKI 

6 Toantemam Ueanteiti Kiribati Uniting Church 

7 Melba Menke  Nauru Congregational Church 

8 Anna Daniel Presbyterian Church of Vanuatu 

9 Siapo Christopher Protestant Church of Kanaky 

10 Punda Neudjen Protestant Church of Kanaky  

11 Caleb Alu United Church in the Solomon Island 

12 Burton Charley  United Church of Christ Pohnpei 

13 Sladen Jieta United Church of Christ Marshals  

14 Christyl Matagi Ekalesia Kelisiano Niue 

15 Salmon Degei KINGMI 

16 Yadinus Mabel GIDI 

17 Akia Wenda  The Fellowship of Baptist Church of West Papua 

18 Mareta Mose Cook Island Christian Church 

19 Bella Simeti  Anglican Diocese of Polynesia  

20 Leua Punaoao Congregational Christian Church Samoa 

21 Milka Akane  United Church In Papua New Guinea 

22 Cynthia Kotsin Catholic Bishops Conference 

23 Chus Tambe Conference of Churches Vanuatu 

24 Sonya Ahukela Anglican Church of Melanesia  

25 Malama Pau'u Free Wesleyan Church of Tonga  

26 Raki Tuiloma Methodist Church in Fiji 

27 Matyna Kelly Presbyterian church in Fiji 

28 Kuʻuhiapo Jeong AHEC/UCC Hawaii 

29 Nia Lavaki  Uniting Church Australia  

30 Tahima Christophe Etaretia porotetani Ma’ohi 

31 Tony Kundang Evangelical Lutheran Church PNG 

32 Davina Fa’amatuainu Methodist church in Samoa  

33 Keitha Thrupp Presbyterian Church of Aotearoa 

34 Kathleen Sikuea NSW/ACT Synod 



35 Latu Suli VIC/TAS Synod 

36 Michael Guka PNG National Council Of churches  

37 Wahnapo Joëlle Protestant Church of Kanaky   
Pacific Australia Emerging Leaders Network 

38 Talicia Minniecon PAELN (First Nation) 

37 Scott Wilson PAELN (First Nation) 

38 Rosaline Parker PAELN (samoa) 

39 Mikenzie Ling  PAELN (First Nation) 

40 Autalaga  PAELN (Samoa) 

41 Sione  PAELN (Tonga)  
MICAH Staff  

 

42 Matt Darvas (plus 
daughter) 

Micah National Director  

43 Jasmine Mawson PAELS Coordinator  

44 Rowena Macdonald Support Staff  

45 Taylor Blair Support Staff   
Facilitator  

 

46 Father James  Dr.  

47 Billy Wetewea  Youth Elder   
PCC Staff/Support 

 

48 Rev.James B General Secretary 

49 Frances Namoumou Program Manager  

50 Olivia Baro Youth Animator  

51 Liku Saratibau CP Enabler  

52 Wilfer Rigamoto ESCJ Enabler  

53 Kini Cama Admin/Logistic  

54 Selai CP Program Assistance  

55 Leila Parina  Communication 

56 Antonia Bhagwan  Comms Support  

57 Hagino Pacific Network of Globalization (PANG)  

58 Nafitalai & Care  Disability Fiji  



Endnotes 

 
i UNDRIP - https://www.un.org/development/desa/indigenouspeoples/wp-
content/uploads/sites/19/2018/11/UNDRIP_E_web.pdf 
 
ii Non-self-governing territories and people in the Pacific: 

- American Samoa 
- Aotearoa (New Zealand) 
- First Nations people of the lands now called Australia 
- Guam 
- Hawai’i 
- Kanaky (New Caledonia) 
- Maòhi Nui (French Polynesia)  
- Tokelau 
- West Papua 
 

iii See the Whāingaroa Declaration - https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4I8M7Y6dyoM 
From October 21 -27, 2024, Te Hui Oranga o te Moana nui a Kiwa brought ten representatives 
from across the Pacific to Aotearoa to discuss issues affecting our shared ocean. They produced 
the Whāingaroa Declaration, calling for renewed solidarity from Aotearoa towards 
decolonisation, demilitarisation and ecological justice.  
 
 
iv Climate resilience Actions - https://unfccc.int/topics/adaptation-and-resilience/the-big-
picture/introduction  
 
v See the Tuākoi Lei Declaration - https://unitingworld.org.au/wp-
content/uploads/2024/07/TUAKOI-%E2%80%98LEI-DECLARATION.pdf 
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