PACIFIC DAY OF PRAYER 
6th MAY, 2022. 

[image: ]
[bookmark: _fwfzp5boi3u1]Theme: Nuclear Legacy in the Marshall
Islands

[bookmark: _uydzngeo6u12]PREPARED BY: United Church of Christ in the Marshall Islands & PCC Gender Team.

OPENING REMARKS. 

Before we begin this program of Women Pacific Day of Prayer, it is very appropriate that we dedicate this particular day of prayer to commemorate the late Rev. Jude and Mrs. Dinah Samson, who introduced us to Pacific Conference of Churches (PCC), and also to this World Pacific Day of Prayer (WPDP).  The last WPDP event took place here in the Marshalls fifteen years ago!  For this matter, we are very fortunate and give thanks to our Heavenly Father.

Nuclear issues are very common in this Region and all around the world.  And so many prayers have been made and we continue to pray for this matter, and only God knows for how long.  But as Christian brothers and sisters, it is our responsibility to do the best we can in whatever capacity God the Creator has given all of us, even so in prayers.  And so let us pause, and pray for our brothers and sisters in the Marshall Islands.
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CALL TO WORSHIP: 
 Isaiah 49:8-10 says, “This is what the LORD says: ‘In the time of my favor I will answer you, and on the day of salvation I will help you.  I will keep you and will make you a covenant for the people to restore the land and to reassign its desolate inheritances, to say to the captive, “Come out”, and to those in darkness, “Be free!”  They will feed beside the roads and find pasture on every barren hill.  They will neither hunger nor thirst, nor will the desert heat or the sun beat down on them.  He who has compassion on them will guide them and lead them beside springs of water.’

Invocation:
Gracious God, You declared in Isaiah 49, Listen to me O Islands! And so we gather to hear your voice for we are in need of the great love to which the prophets of old attested, saying,
 
Though the mountains be shaken and the hills be removed, yet God’s unfailing love will not be shaken, nor God’s covenant of peace be removed, for the Lord is compassionate (Isa 54:10).
 
Your Love O Lord has spoken through the ages, it has comforted those who mourn, shown mercy to the poor, and revealed your righteousness to the pure in heart. We seek You as children in need of water to quench our thirst for your Holy presence.
 
Open our hearts as we enter into worship so that we may drink at the well of your Love. Quieten our minds so that we may be emptied of ourselves and filled with your Holy Spirit. Awaken our understanding to receive your revelation, and give us courage to come before you as the islands of the Pacific, to which deep calls to deep in the thunderous roar of your abiding and all-encompassing love – Great is your faithfulness!
 
We seek, pray, and receive all these things in the name of Jesus Christ, Amen.
Hymn WHEN WE WALK WITH THE LORD 

1	When we walk with the Lord
  In the light of His Word,
What a glory He sheds on our way;
  While we do His good will,
  He abides with us still,
And with all who will trust and obey.

 	Trust and obey,
For there’s no other way
To be happy in Jesus,
  But to trust and obey.

2	Not a shadow can rise,
  Not a cloud in the skies,
But His smile quickly drives it away;
  Not a doubt or a fear,
  Not a sigh or a tear,
Can abide while we trust and obey.
3	Not a burden we bear,
  Not a sorrow we share,
But our toil He doth richly repay;
  Not a grief or a loss,
  Not a frown or a cross,
But it is blest if we trust and obey.

4	But we never can prove
  The delights of His love,
Until all on the altar we lay;
  For the favor He shows,
  And the joy He bestows,
Are for them who will trust and obey.

5	Then in fellowship sweet
  We will sit at His feet,
Or we’ll walk by His side in the way;
  What He says we will do;
  Where He sends, we will go,
Never fear, only trust and obey.






PRAYER OF FORGIVENESS:  Psalm 32 

Leader:	 Blessed is the one whose transgressions are forgiven, where sins are covered.

All: 	 Blessed is the one where sin in the Lord does not count against them; and whose spirit is not deceit  
   
Leader:	When I kept silent, my bones wasted away through my groaning all day long.

All:	 For day and night your hand was heavy on me, my strength was sapped as in the heat of the summer
	 
Leader:	Then I acknowledged my sin to you and did not cover my iniquity.  I said, “I will confess my transgressions to the Lord.”  And you forgave the guilt of my sin.

All:  	Therefore let all the faithful pray to you while you may be found.  Surely the rising of the mighty waters will not reach them   
	

Leader:	You are my hiding place; you will protect me from trouble and surround me with a song of deliverance. 

 All: 		I will instruct you and teach you in the way you should go; I will counsel 
		you with my loving eye on you.


Leader: 	Do not be like the horse or the mule, which have no understanding but must be controlled by bit and bridle or they will not come to you.

All: 	 Many are the woes of the wicked, but the Lord’s unfailing love surrounds the ones who trust him.

Leader:	 Rejoice in the Lord and be glad, you righteous; Sing, all you who are upright in the heart!



Hymn:  FATHER, I ADORE YOU. 

Father, I adore You
Lay my life before You
How I love You

Jesus, I adore You
Lay my life before You
How I love You

Spirit, I adore You
Lay my life before You
How I love You

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING: Psalms 95
 (Will have another representing Micronesian woman read this from their own local bible.)

Come let us sing for joy to the Lord; Let us shout aloud to the Rock of our salvation.
Let us come before him with thanksgiving, and exalt him with music and song.
For the Lord is a great God, the great King above all gods.
In his hand are the depths of the earth, and the mountain peaks belong to him.
The sea is his, for he made it and his hands formed the dry land.
Come, let us bow down in worship, let us kneel before the Lord our Maker, for he is
Our God, and we are the people of his pasture, the flock under his care.
Today, if only you would hear his voice,
Do not harden your hearts as you did in Meribah, as you did in Massah in the wilderness
Where your ancestors tested me; they tried me though they had seen what I did.
For forty years I was angry with that generation.  I said, they are people whose hearts go
Astray and they have not known my ways.
So I declared an oath in my anger,
They shall never enter my rest.



Hymn:  WHEN PEACE LIKE A RIVER 
1. When peace like a river attendeth my way,
when sorrows like sea billows roll;
whatever my lot, thou hast taught me to say,

""It is well, it is well with my soul.""
It is well with my soul;
It is well, it is well with my soul.

2. Though Satan should buffet, though trials should come,
Let this blest assurance control:
that Christ has regarded my helpless estate,
and has shed his own blood for my soul. Refrain

3. My sin oh, the bliss of this glorious thought!
My sin, not in part, but the whole,
Is nailed to the cross, and I bear it no more;
Praise the Lord, praise the Lord, O my soul! Refrain

4. O Lord, haste the day when my faith shall be sight,
The clouds be rolled back as a scroll;
The trump shall resound and the Lord shall descend;
Even so, it is well with my soul. Refrain








PRAYER FOR ONE ANOTHER 
 (Prayer in Silence, led in closing by someone from another Micronesian representative)



SCRIPTURE READING 
Psalms 14: 1-6-
To the leader. Of David.
1 Fools say in their hearts, “There is no God. “They are corrupt, they do abominable deeds; there is no one who does good.
 2 The LORD looks down from heaven on humankind to see if there are any who are wise, who seek after God.
 3 They have all gone astray, they are all alike perverse; there is no one who does good, no, not one.
 4 Have they no knowledge, all the evildoers who eat up my people as they eat bread, and do not call upon the LORD?
5There they shall be in great terror, for God is with the company of the righteous.
6 You would confound the plans of the poor, but the LORD is their refuge.

Matthew 5: 13-16 
13 “You are the salt of the earth; but if salt has lost its taste, how can its saltiness be restored? It is no longer good for anything, but is thrown out and trampled underfoot.
14 “You are the light of the world. A city built on a hill cannot be hidden.
 15 No one after lighting a lamp puts it under the bushel basket, but on the lampstand, and it gives light to all in the house. 
16 In the same way, let your light shine before others, so that they may see your good works and give glory to your Father in heaven.

Bible Study: “You are Salt … You are Light”

Text: Matthew 5:13-16 (Expanded Bible)

13 “You are the salt of the earth. But if the salt loses its salty taste [becomes tasteless], it cannot [L how can it…?] be made salty again. It is good for nothing, except to be thrown out and walked on [trampled].

14 “You are the light that gives light to [for; L of] the world. A city that is built [stands; is set] on a hill cannot be hidden. 15 And people don’t light a lamp and then hide it under a bowl [or basket]. They put it on a lampstand so the light shines for all the people in the house. 16 In the same way let your light shine before others [for people to see], so that they will see the good things you do [L your good deeds/works] and will praise [glorify; give honor to] your Father in heaven.

Introduction
1) It is important in our efforts to understand and apply the text in our time, to highlight some important points as background. The following points are highlighted:
2) This text (5:13-16) falls within what is commonly known as the Sermon on the Mount. This sermon is a lengthy one and covers three chapters, from Matthew 5:1 – 7:29. (It is Jesus’s first or inaugural sermon since he came onto the scene and began announcing the Kingdom of Heaven in 4:17.) The verses 3-12 are also commonly known as “The Beatitudes” or as some bible versions put it, “True Happiness”.
3) Jesus’s primary addresses or audience are his disciples – those who follow him and listen to him. The sermon is, therefore, about following Jesus, listening to him and doing or putting into action Jesus’s teachings. In other words, the sermon is about discipleship and what it means in practice. Moreover, Jesus uses the present tense “Blessed are …” which underpins the significance and implications of the sermon for followers of Jesus in the present! In other words, Jesus uses the present tense so as to tell his followers they are salt and light now, not in some distant future.
4) Some scholars of the gospels point out that the English word “Happy …” does not really capture the substance and depth of the Greek work “Makarios” used in the text, although these two English words do have overlaps. The word “Blessed …” is a better fit. Indeed, as Jesus describes those who are “blessed,” it is hard to see “happiness” written on any of these lives. So what is Jesus talking about?
5) Jesus begins this teaching, not with promises of happiness, but with promises of blessedness, even in situations of hard human experiences of mourning, meekness, peacemaking, persecution, and poverty of spirit. Jesus’s form of “blessedness” only makes sense in light of the kingdom of God. Jesus’s teaching here begins and ends with the kingdom of God (verses 3 and 10). Jesus had already preached that “the kingdom of heaven has come near” (4:17). This kingdom sets a new frame of reference for “blessedness.”
6) Finally, the blessedness includes Jesus’s words, “You are the salt of the earth … You are the light that gives light to [for; of] the world” (Expanded Bible).



You are Salt and Light: Blessedness and Responsibility
1) As stated in (6) above, the blessedness that Jesus pronounced to/for the disciples includes their being “salt of the earth” and “light of the world”. “Salt” and “light” are great and holy attributes and promises of discipleship. But Jesus does not stop there. With this blessing, and all the blessings that Jesus pronounces for his disciples in verses 3-12, come responsibility – indeed responsibilities that cannot and must not be separated from what being a disciple or follower of Jesus means. And responsibilities not for some time in the distant future, but for today!
2) Jesus’s teaching is not only about what the Kingdom of God is (4:17), but centrally about who we are, what our new lives in this new realm look like — tasty and lit up. Those who follow Jesus do not merely sit back and receive abundant life, or simply tell others about what a great abundant life we have. Jesus is talking here about a life that makes a difference for others in the world. We are the tastiness that adds salt to lives around us. We are light that makes plain the justice way of the kingdom of God. Jesus says we must be tasty and lit up in order to make a difference for God in the world. Neither salt nor light exists for themselves. They only fulfill their purpose when used, poured out.
3) It is one thing to know and to claim our identity as follower of Jesus Christ. It is quite another thing entirely to live and practice it. But, we have to. Why? For the sake of the kingdom of heaven coming to pass here and now and not just in our future. Likewise, our knowledge about God and Jesus Christ and the Holy Spirit, etc., is of no use if it has no practical purpose.
4)  We have a lot of information and knowledge about Jesus, about God, about the Holy Spirit to share, but that’s as far as it goes. We tend to collect and accumulate knowledge and information for their own sake and not for the sake of the difference these might actually make for another. In this verses, Jesus reminds us that knowledge about God cannot exist as simply knowledge. Knowledge about God, or theology, if you will, is God’s very presence in the world. It is not enough to know about God. As disciples, we have to be the activity of God in the world. We are called to live out our identity as salt and light.

Conclusion: Salt, Light and Legacies of Nuclear Testing
1) Salt and light are about Christian influence, impact and transforming presence in the earth and the world. So how can we relate this to nuclear testing and its legacies in parts of Oceania, or as the late Epeli Hau’ofa said “Our Sea of Islands”? This study closes with two areas of concern:
a) The first has to do with the brokenness of the church: how our churches spend more of our efforts on doctrinal statements rather than how to live our beliefs in our lives and in the world, including in seeking justice and fair reparations for the legacies of nuclear testing; how our churches spend money on social statements rather than being engaged in activism (something that our pioneer ecumenical leaders did very well with regards to nuclear testing); how our churches spend time on determining correct theology rather than inviting constructive theology that might actually get embodied in believers, and that might invite them to think theologically about legacies of nuclear testing rather than simply have a theology that does nothing.
b) The second has to do with going beyond conventions and business as usual frame of thinking and living. Our tendency is to toward comfort, conformity, (“do not rock the boat”) and complacency, when what Jesus really needs from us, according to the text, is to be the salt and the light—the salt that just might sting and the light that just might expose what we do not want to see. The “sting” aspect of salt and the “expose” aspect of light are what our churches and Christian communities in Oceania need to recapture and include in our mission strategies both today and moving into the future. Only these will and can truly help and empower us to address the legacies of nuclear testing in the countries that still lie under the cloud and dust of death caused by such legacies.



SERMON- 

(There’s) “No Place Like Home) Sermon 
 Key Verse John 14:2

In our hearts there’s a special place.  Each person has a special place in his/her heart.  It might be a place where you were born, a place you grew up.  It is a place you hold memories in your heart that you may not forget.  That place is called “home”.  There’s no place like home!  A home to a person might hold both good and bad experiences.  Our past experiences in life shape us today and our future.  We might say that our home is our personality.  So whether good or bad, we say that there’s no place like home.

According to our first Bible Reading, the psalmist condemned the leadership during that time that they were corrupt, and no one of them does good.  And God looked down from heaven on humankind and was wondering if they had knowledge!   When the American Government needed a place to further their testing of nuclear bombs, they located Bikini Atoll and that was their choice.  The Chief, in comforting his people of Bikini as they were about to leave their home back in 1954 said to them, “Do not be afraid for everything is under God’s hands…” In Marshallese language, “Men otemjej rej bed ilubiden bein Anij” or in short, “MORIBA”.  Ever since then there have been many many health issues and victims of nuclear testing on the many others beside people from Bikini.  Up to now, many people live in renting homes because they do not have their land to build homes for themselves.The psalmist continue to say that God is with those who obey him, which means that He was and is with us in all issues that we were/are encountering due to Nuclear testing.  

On this Women Pacific Day of Prayer, all of us could relate one way or the other to all effects of nuclear testing in this Region.  Health issues, social issues, economic issues, governmental issues and many other related issues have taken place due to Nuclear testing.  And have ever since, offer prayers to God for strength, support and guidance for these lasting suffering issues.

But take heart Pacific mothers, fathers and children, we must not lose hope but rather take hold onto God’s mighty hands and great love for us.  God loves and cares for us.  We may not have land to build our houses that will call home, yet we thank God for our heritage land, our islands, our identity and oikos given to our ancestors for us to safeguard now. 

The blessedness that Jesus pronounced in our second Bible Reading to/for the disciples includes their being “salt of the earth” and “light of the world”. “Salt” and “light” are great and holy attributes and promises of discipleship. But Jesus does not stop there. With this blessing, and all the blessings that Jesus pronounces for his disciples in verses 3-12, comes responsibility – indeed responsibilities that cannot and must not be separated from what being a disciple or follower of Jesus means. And responsibilities not for some time in the distant future, but for today! 


Salt and light are about Christian influence, impact and transforming presence in the earth and the world. So how can we relate this to nuclear testing and its legacies in parts of Oceania, or as the late Epeli Hau’ofa said “Our Sea of Islands”? For even though we may lose our earthly homes, there awaits in heaven many mansions as John l4:2 tells us today.  For those that have faith in Jesus Christ our Lord, we do have a future hope for a “No Place like Home” up in heaven.  The Scriptures are full of God’s promises.  Jesus said, I am the Way, the Truth, and the Life…” Another Scriptural passage says, “Come unto me all ye that are weary and have heavy burden and I will give rest”.  And the last one we all have memorized, “For God so loved the world that he gave his only begotten Son, for whosoever believed in him should not perish, but have everlasting life.”

In closing, allow me to share some examples of women of the Bible related to today’s topic, No Place like Home.  Whom I would prefer as salt and light: the first one is Esther, from the book of Esther.  Because of her love for her people and country, and because of her faith in God, she was able to go and face the king (against all odds) and as a result was able to save her people from Naman.

The second example from the women in the Bible was Ruth from the book of Ruth.  Because of her love for her mother in law, she was able to leave her own country and people; was able to go into strange country, culture etcetera; and especially accepted to believe in God; therefore she became the family clan of Jesus Christ, a better place like “No Place like Home”.

And the last example of some of the women of the Bible is Mary or course, the own earthly mother of Jesus.  Again because of her love and faith in God, she was again able to meet and face all the struggles a single mother, or as in many cases in the Pacific, young and single mothers would go through.  Mary really became the mother of our LORD and Savior Jesus Christ.

These examples are a guideline and powerful strengths for us Pacific women and men as Pacific church women and men.  We would be able to have our own trust, hope, and faith in Jesus to speak louder than the Nuclear Issues we continue to face today.
(PLAY VIDEO) To conclude our I would like us all to listen to a poem by Acclaimed poet and activist, Kathy Jetnil-Kijiner, explores the nuclear testing legacy of the Marshall Islands through the legends and stories of Runit Island.
https://youtu.be/hEVpExaY2Fs

(SAY THIS AFTER THE VIDEO) In the name of the true GOD, Let us pray…

(PRAYER) 	
Give us oh God the vision in which we can see your love in the world in spite of human failure.
Give us the faith to trust your goodness in spite of our ignorance and weakness.
Give us the knowledge that we may continue to pray with understanding hearts.
And show us what each one of us can do to set forward the coming of the day of 
Universal peace.
We ask this in your precious name, Amen.







Hymn Father I place into your Hands.
1. Father, I place into your hands
The things I cannot do,
Father, I place into your hands
The things that I've been through.
Father, I place into your hands
The way that I should go,
For I know I can always trust you.
2. Father, I place into your hands
My friends and family.
Father, I place into your hands
The things that trouble me.
Father, I place into your hands
The person I would be,
For I know I always can trust you.
3. Father, we love to see your face,
We love to hear your voice.
Father, we love to sing your praise
And in your name rejoice.
Father, we love to walk with you
And in your presence rest,
For we know we always can trust you.
4. Father, I want to be with you
And do the things you do.
Father, I want to speak the words
That you are speaking too.
Father, I want to love the ones
That you will draw to you,
For I know that I am one with you

[bookmark: _GoBack]

BENEDICTION 
To him who is able to keep you from falling and to bring you faultless and joyful before his glorious presence—To the only God our Savior, through Jesus Christ our Lord, be glory, majesty, might and authority, from all ages past, and now, and forever and ever! Amen

[bookmark: _gjdgxs]The Grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, the Love of God and the Fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you, your love once, far and near, now and forever….Amen
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